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How Indigenous peoples are challenging conceptions of belonging in 
an increasingly globalized world

Today a majority of Indigenous peoples live in urban areas: they are build-
ers and cleaners, teachers and lawyers, market women and masons, living in 
towns and cities surrounded by the people and pollution that characterize 
life for most individuals in the twenty-first century. Despite this basic fact, 
the vast majority of studies on Indigenous peoples concentrate solely on rural 
Indigenous populations.

Aiming to highlight these often-overlooked communities, this is the 
first book to look at urban Indigenous peoples globally and present the urban 
Indigenous experience—not as the exception but as the norm. The contrib-
uting essays draw on a wide range of disciplines, including sociology, anthro-
pology, architecture, land economy, and area studies, and are written by both 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous scholars. The analysis looks at Indigenous 
people across the world and draws on examples not usually considered within 
the study of indigeneity, such as Fiji, Japan, and Russia.

Indigeneity is often seen as being “authentic” when it is practiced in 
remote rural areas, but these essays show that a vigorous, vibrant, and mean-
ingful indigeneity can be created in urban spaces too. The book challenges 
many of the imaginaries and tropes of what constitutes “the Indigenous” 
and offers perspectives and tools to understand a contemporary Indigenous 
urban reality. As such, it is a must-read for anyone interested in the real lives 
of Indigenous people today.
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